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Kings Langley Hockey Club

A personal story
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would be accessible to the residents of Blaevn, including myself, my 2 brothers
and our mates.
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involvement by both my parents in spahd in particular because of mine and
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to make hockey accessible not just to us but to everyone in Blacktiowill
positivelyimpact on our family and Blacktown residents for years to come.

Mum and dad were married on 31 Bember
1994. | think that their love of sport was the
main thing they had in common. Dad played
1 grade cricket and mupwho had trained as
a PE teacher and workedrnacreation,had
played a host of different sports

On1 October 1995 was born Pdrick, born
on 7 Mayl1997 was next and Thomasho
wasborn on 24 Januar000,completed our
family.

This photo of g familywastakenin June
2000.

With sports mad parents and 2 brothers we
were always goingp be encouraged to play
sport and play we id; backyardeague touch footy,soccer basketballand cricket.

We also cycledndplayed tag games in our even bigger backyatdb®a 2 NHI Yy t
Reservethe home of Parklea Soccer Club, Kings Langley Little Athletics Club, and
Waller Creek, now, a Busdre site.
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Ironically it was probablthe proximityof our house to Morgan Power Reserve and
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story of Kings Langley Hockey Club

Summer 2004- Age 9- Team sport begins...

It was the season of 6d5 that my parents decided to get me iniam sport In the
summeZ L YIRS Y& RSodzi F¥2NJ YAy3da [Fy3Af Se
modifiedage group Dad coached on game days, and Mum ran trainings. The

training graund was, of course, Morgan Powlgeserve cricket netsThere were no

finals in the U10 age group, but | can remember being close to the top when the
competition ended.
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Above: Me(we:aring the white floppy hatj the U10 Modified white team for KLCC

Winter 2004- Age 9- Who knew newspaper could be so interesting...

When the winter season came arouMum eagerly pointed us to the soccer being

played out our back gate ada | BRdzt R &€2dz t A1S G2 LIl & &
dismayed when |, agk9 and my brother Raick, agal 8 shook our heads. | still

remember the moment today. Not to be beaten, she armed us with sticks made up

of rolled up newspaper and gave us a soft, large bouncy ball to whack around with

the goal of getting it between the legs of two stoolesad set up on opposite sides

of the yard. It was a roaring success. One of the highlights of visitors at our house



was playing a game of newspaper hockey. More sticks needed to be made as we
could fit games of up to three on three in our backyawile discovered other uses

for the sticks. We would put on our cricket helmet, gloves and shin guards and
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We still have theséantasticnewspaper stiks on our verandah tay. The main

thing we got out of this was Mum asking us if we would like to play hockey. Contrary

to the shakingpf the head she received earlier, Mum was met with vigorous nodding
from both parties. Thomas of course was still too young, beingsonly

Forget where’s Wally, try where’s Hockey

After searching for a Local club and haumoguccess, Mum presented us with two
options. Playngfor a club in thePenrithcompetition out atkingswood 30-45

Y Ay dzii S &a@h wRyIa @IStively weak competitig or playngfor Baulkham
HillsHockey Club (BHH)the strongr Sydney competition. Baulkham Hills sounds
deceptively close, but in reality they trainennantHills, again 3@ p Y A y dzi S& Q
each way Wetried out both optionsand preferringwhat we sawat PennantHills

joined Baulkham Hills Hockey Club in 2005

| started out in the U11/2 Red team and rediked my first season of HockeyVe
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excited every time ve looked like we had a chance to win.

Winter 2006- Age 10- Sydney West Hockey

When we started hockey in 2005 we managed to get a friend to join with us. In 2006
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At the state championships being held at Moorebank|l, what can | say? We tried

hard and our coach Alex taught us heaps but
the other teams were just too strong. We ‘
were beaten soudly every game. We only
scored a couple of goals in the whole
tournament and came last. Mum said it weies
a character building experience. One of the _
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the other side of their character they were | :
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Winter 2007-Age 11- KLPS Knockout

Having experienced the highs and lows of playing hockey for Sydney West we figured
that having 3 hockey playing boys in the same school would give us a decent school
KO side so we worked at convincing Mrs Moylan, a o
teacherfrom KLPS to enter a side in the PSSAKO  f e g it e
competition. e :

In2007 my primary school, Kings Langley PS (KLPS) | §
both a girls and boy&nockout hockey team for the very G
first time. Mum trainedusin the cricket netsn Morgan
PowerReserve as the surface similar to that of a
hockey field. We would train in the morning and then
walk the short distance to the school together. There
were comments made in the hockey community as to
how a team coulahever be successful training in cricket
nets. We proved tbm all wrong as both teams were
Regional Champions. Many of the participants had ne
picked up a hockey stick before and wanted to know how

to get further involved. When we told them they would have to travel half an hour
just to train and that they wold be getting home late on a school night, their
expression changed as they realizkdy could not participate further. We only had
one person out of two whole teams continue to play outside of school. They enjoyed
it, but for the rest hockey was jusiot logistically possible.

Above Right: Members of the KLPS knockout teams at a gala day run by Hockey NSW.

Below: KLPBoysknockout si@, 2007RegionalChampions.




Winter 2008-Age 12- PHP and training times

Because Baulkham Hijlenly had locaaccess to a grass, unlit field thesed Pennant
Hills Park (PHP) to train and play on as their home groB#tP is wned and run by
Northern DistrictdHockey Club (NDHC). This meant that NDHC had full control of our
Of dzo Qa U NWhey weystaied indckéstiedraining allocation was great with
BaulkhamHills having a 3 hour block from 6pm to 9pm. This meant that families with
children in more than 1 age group only had one lot of travelling to do and the club
was able to hold a BBQ which providetbcus for parents and siblings to socialise
around while training was being held. Sadlyr raining timeswere getting later

and later as NDHC moved us around to fit their teams on in more desirable time
slots. The clubeganlosing players as a e of the bad training times. These

players were either quitting the sport altogether or changing clubsst\vfthe
playerswho changed club&ere moving to the most convenient club. It was a club
with its own field, good training times, a solid reptiten, and above all, the home
ground was in the same place. Yep, you guessed it, most players moved to NDHC.
When | was in year 7, adé2, NDH@gaingave us our training timeslhey were

even worse than the previous season with U11s training at SparlAr8s trainingat

Above Me In the U13/1 Gold team for Baulkham Hills

8.30pm Asit was too hard to have Patrick at training at 5.30 and then be back with
me at 8.3Q Patrick and | both trained and played with the U18¢hen we finished,
we oftenwould@Q i f SI @S & G NI A 3 Kuho wasrithe EommiBed® | dza S



was chattingvith other parents prolongingur stay. We often got home after 10:00
pm. This ridiculous time slot meant that the Baulkham Hi8£L Gold team
practically disintegrated in the néyear.

GHAGO

One good thing that came out of the 08 season wasGhes Hockey A Go program.
(GHAGO) My Mum took on the development role for BHHC and that included
creating and running a program to encourage beginners to participate in the sport,
and to drive registrations for the club. This was the first experience | had cmpchi
and it was a memorable ondVe ran two separate programs, one in term 2 and one
in term 3on Baulkham H® grass field in Ted Horwood Reseritavas a roaring
success Wil around 60different participants ovethe two terms manyof whom

were keen to take up the sparBut after tellingthemthat to continue they would
need totravel for half an hour to train, and further fgay itwas disheartening to see
their faceschangeas they realized they could not continue. Out of 60 people, there
was only a few that continued immediately with BHHEventhough Ibelieve that

we ran a good program andast participants enjoyed.iBut just as travel had been

a deterrent for myKLPS teammates it was also a deterrent to the GHAGO
participants.




The Beginning

It was nearing the end of th@inter season in 2008 when mum got fed. ugdum had
run a few ideas by the résf the Baulkham Hills committee as to how the club could
offer local hockey but most seemed happy with the status @le was sick of
creating excitement and interest in a sport, only to see faces drop when she
mentioned the travelling timeand costs asociated. With this came the realization
that what she really wanted to do was make the sport of hockey accessible to people
in Blacktown and that unless someone startedlubin Blacktown that would never

happen

It was then that Kings Langley Hock&lyb was born.
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SLIP on some shin guards and
pull up your socks — Blacktown is
about to get a new hockey club.

Fed up with there being no local
facilities for the “great game”,
Kings Langley mother of three
Lyn O’'Reilly has taken on the job
of creating a junior club.

As of next year, she hopes the
Kings Langley Hockey Club will
' run a beginners’ squad of boys and

girls aged 7 to 12, who will train
and play at Pearce Reserve, as well
as enter an under-11, under-13 and
possibly an under-15 team in the
north area competition.

Mrs O’Reilly said the reason
behind the push was to offer local
children an alternative to contact
sports, such as rugby league,
which dominate winter.

To teach her sons, now aged
nine fo 13, how to play hockey she
made sticks out of newspaper. She
said they loved it, but because
there was no local club they have
been “travelling” ever since.

“I thought it would be easy to
find a club but it wasn’t,” she said.

After training the Kings
Langley Public teams this year,
Mrs O’Reilly said she hated see-
ing the children’s disappointment
when they realised the closest
fields weren’t close at all.

“They say, ‘It’s too too far, we’ll
stick to local sport’,” she said.

The Rooty Hill RSL teams play
in the Penrith competition out of
Kingswood and although the
Baulkham Hills Association
sounds close, Mrs O’Reilly said
they train and play at Pennant

¢ !'m very keentorun
a club that's family
friendly 9

- Lyn O'Reilly

Hills Park, so most nights her
boys don’t get home until 10pm.
“I’m very keen to run a club
that’s family friendly, with family
friendly times and a location

Lyn O’Reilly (top right) and her Hook into Hockey crew.

that’s accessible,” she said. “The
ultimate goal would be a
Blacktown association.”

If the sport takes off, the council
would give consideration to con-
structing some synthetic fields in
the area, a spokeswoman said.

She estimated the cost of a new
field at a minimum of $2 million.

Although $65 million was allo-
cated to a number of sports over
the last few years, she said there

ockey mum’s club goal
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were no requests to fund hockey
fields or clubs.

-Because the club management
consists of just three mums and a
dad, Mrs O’Reilly said they were
in desperate need of financial
support to supply uniforms, equip-
ment and cover booking fees.

B Anyone interested in spon-
soring the club can contact Lyn
O’Reilly on 96742876 or email
klhockeyclub@gmail.com.
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You want to do what?

Well, the intent was there. Most people would have no idea how to do such a thing.
Butnot my Mum. She had the skills required to achieve her goals. One skill in
LI NI A Odzf F NX X
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world, age 6

Mum spoke withBlacktownCouncil, Mum spoke with Hockey NSW (HN3XUn

spoke with theKings Langle§ricket Qub, Mum spoke with locals and after a lot of
speaking, a committee was formed. The five founding members were: Margaret, the
local librarian, Devinder, the father of two children who participated in GHAGO,
Beverley, a close friend, Suzanne, who played hobkéye and had a son in
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Mum then set about promoting the club, and gathering resources. When we looked
at the price of professionally made banners and sign, the cost was prohibitive for a
new club. So, as you do, we painted an old bed sheet from our cupboard, and used it
as our sign instead of purchasing a new one. It did the job and looked all right so we
still have it. Mum went into local schools and put ads in their newsletters, she was
up at Kings Langleyslenwood shops and Seven Hlwps for countless hours
promoting the club. She made sure that thevere articlesn the newspapers, like

the one on the previous page. She contacted participants of GHAGO that lived in
Blacktown worked with Beventy to get the website up and went to the Meadows PS
Fun Day, and KLionsQub Fair and did so many things, too numerous to mention, to
ensure the club would have enough players to run in the next year.
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After promotion of the club, the next thing to do was asset creation. HNSW donated
asigned NSW hockey jersey for us to raffle off at
the KL Lion€lub Fair and at other places we were
promoting. We received amld goalie kit from
BHHC and one from Sydney Uni Hockey Club
(SUHC). We also managedand three
sponsorships that, to their credit are still with us
today, they are : Just Hockelyop Focus Jom "'gltﬂyﬁsch:\gfm
Physiotheraphynd Graham Walleg Tax Agent

Lastlywe alsoreceiveda generous contribution .
from the Seikh Communityia Devinder, one of the founding members

Above: The

winner of the

signed HNSW

shirt along with
G¢KS akKSSice
used for

promotion.



